Ethical considerations in human facial tissue allotransplantation.
Human facial tissue allotransplantation is now a clinical reality. Proponents of this new treatment contend that the benefits outweigh the risks, while the critics argue they do not. This debate has been presented in great detail in the bioethics literature but has not been brought to the attention of the plastic surgery community. The purpose of this paper is to provide a synopsis of the key issues being debated in facial transplantation by presenting to the plastic surgery community a synopsis of an ethical debate published in the 2004 summer issue of the American Journal of Bioethics. Presented is a set of ethical guidelines for facial transplantation in the form of a "target article." Alongside this are written commentaries from 15 experts in related fields, along with responses to these commentaries. Together, this discussion makes up a landmark exercise in open display and public and professional discussion and evaluation and serves as a comprehensive list of the major ethical issues being debated today in the field of facial tissue allotransplantation. Plastic surgeons play a central role in the care of facially disfigured patients and will therefore lead the introduction of facial tissue allotransplantation into the clinical arena. Consequently, it is important that they be aware of, and indeed that they play a key role in forming, the debate surrounding this new treatment. It is with this in mind that we present this synopsis to the plastic surgery readership.